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THE CURRICULUM IN S3 
 
Throughout S1 and S2, your child has been learning through a broad range 
of experiences across the various curriculum areas on offer at the Academy. 
Teachers have offered feedback through our assessment cycles to enable 
progression, and also to give an indication as to where your child is finding 
the most success.  
 
At this point in their school career, your child is approaching another 
transition, as they move toward their qualifications in the Senior Phase. This 
is an exciting time for young people, as they can start to tailor their working 
week to be more relevant to what they are planning for their careers and to 
spend more time working in their strength areas. 
 
The Academy has created the 3rd year curriculum as a time for preparing our 
students for their Senior Phase. In light of this, your child will experience a 
mixed week of some Core classes and some Optional courses.  
 
The Core classes ensure: 

 attainment in Literacy & Numeracy,  
 the development of life skills through Health & Wellbeing classes, 
 all students are ready to meet employers through experiencing a 

course focused on Employability skills.  
 
The Optional courses enable each child: 

 to create a programme that is relevant to them, 
 to prepare for S4 courses by taking these subjects in S3, 
 to respond to advice from teachers on their strength areas, where 

they are most likely to gain their best qualifications. 
 to select a STEM focus: Biology, Chemistry,  Physics or Computer 

Science 
 
It is important to consider the future, and listen to advice from subject 
specialists through our reports and by looking at your child’s Choices Form. 
The choices made for S3 will be the starting point when we come to discuss 
Qualifications for the Senior Phase. Please bear in mind that S2 choices are 
not the last chance to shape the Senior Phase curriculum, as your child will 
gain valuable information during S3 about whether current strengths are 
maintained or new areas develop.  
 
The following page is an example of the Choices Form for a fictional student. 
You will see how there is a Golden 4 and Silver 2 table. These are the 
strongest subjects for this student and they represent the advice of the 
Academy staff as to where this child would succeed in future qualifications, 
based on our latest assessments. 
 
Please also note that there are new subjects on offer in S3 that your child 
may take and advice is given about what information indicates that these 
subjects could be a success. 
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After his S2 Exams, Fraser ranked 
highest in BECS, Science, Art and 
Hospitality. With PE and German 
coming 5th & 6th.  

In S3, Science & 
Technology learning 
is an applied 
Numeracy column. 
Choices are: 

• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Computer 

Science 
• Physics 

The remaining 4 
choices can come 
from any subject in 
the list on the next 
page. We encourage 
learners to think 
about where they 
would gain their best 
qualifications, as well 
as future careers. 
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Accounting and Finance 
Administration and IT 

Art & Design 
Biology 

Business 
Chemistry 

Computing Science 
Dance NPA 

Drama 
French 

Geography 
German 

Graphic Communication 
History 

Hospitality – Practical Cookery 
Modern Studies 

Music 
Physics 

Practical Craft Skills 

Advice in using this form: 
What if I don’t know about my future career? 
Talk to your Guidance teacher and our Careers Advisor. A good 
start is always to aim at getting your golden subjects in S3, S4 & S5 
and then add new courses or work placements in S6.  
 
What if my favourite subject is not in my Golden 4? 
Talk to your teacher, perhaps there is a way to enjoy this subject in 
extracurricular activities and work in class time on getting your best 
results from your strongest subjects. If this subject fits best in your 
career plan, then discuss with your Guidance teacher.  
 
Who should I talk to when making my choices? 
Talk to your teachers, your Guidance teacher, our Careers Adviser 
and your parents/guardians at home. Avoid making your choices 
based on what suits your friends – this is your chance to win Gold, 
and you have your own Golden 4. 
 
What happens if I change my mind after S3? 
You get to choose again after S3, based on your strongest subjects. 
This coming year is all about trying out what you think will be the 
best courses for you and your teachers will give you feedback all 
year on your progress. So work as hard as you can in all your 
courses so we can give you accurate information and help you 
make the most of your choice. 

S3 Optional Courses 
Win Gold in S3, S4 & S5 and unlock the doors to your future! 
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S3 – Refine     50% Core (LITERACY – NUMERACY – HEALTH & WELLBEING) 50% Personalised 

 
 

The Purpose of S3 
Learners have now exercised personalisation and choice through refining their curriculum with 4 x Free Choice Options, and also a choice of Science 
(Biology, Chemistry, Physics, or Computer Science). Formal exams reflect the format of qualifications in S4. A pass in S3 will be banked as a National 4 Pass, 
allowing most learners to progress to National 5 in S4 with confidence. Employability is a yearlong course exploring CV writing, locating, applying and 
interviewing for Jobs, with employer visits and accessing Skills Development in the run up to Work Experience at the start of S4. Some students can take up 
the opportunity of National 5 in Energy (Girls only) and National 4 Rural Skills as their Employability experience. S3 Learners are encouraged to try-out the 
subjects they intend to sit for S4, and lay a foundation of skills and knowledge. Options for S4 are taken mid-year, as learners develop their career aspirations 
and gain insight into their strength areas from formal exams – these strength areas are called your ‘Golden 4’. 
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ASSESSMENT IN S3 
 
Throughout the first 3 years of secondary education at Fraserburgh 
Academy, your child will be learning new skills, building on the abilities 
they had been developing at Primary school, and exploring new knowledge 
across the whole breadth of the curriculum.  
 
S3 represents an important year in this journey because it is the time when 
your child will be being pushed to achieve at a raised level of challenge 
than in S1-2.  They will also be asked to bring together the breadth of 
skills they have been exercising in different areas and combine them in 
longer, more sustained tasks.  They will be offered more 'real world' 
contexts to apply their skills and knowledge, and to be more critical, to 
analyse and be creative with what they can do, and with what they know. 
 
Details for each specific subject can be found on their page, however the 
common ground is that teachers will work closely with every child to help 
them gather evidence that they can work at the level described above. This 
evidence is assessed by subject teachers and moderated through 
Aberdeenshire Council's subject support network. In many subjects, success 
in S3 will allow your child to attain a National 4 in that subject, so they can 
head into S4 with confidence. 
 
Progress will continue to be reported on the skills and knowledge of the 
subjects being studied. As in S1-2 this will be through feedback on their 
successes and areas for improvement based on recent assessments.  The big 
goal of S3 is to prepare your child for a successful transition into their Senior 
Phase and the period of gaining their very best qualifications.  
 
During S3 your child will also be staring their journey toward Employment 
through our Employability programme. This course will focus on 
Employability skills, and will help your child gather evidence to put into CVs 
and to support them in showing off what they can do to future employers. 
This journey culminates in our S4 Work Experience week, where your child 
will be supported in finding a work placement. Throughout the year, 
employers will be visiting the school to work with your child on what we call 
Work Readiness skills. Your child will have a Certificate of Work Readiness 
from S2 detailing where they currently sit with these skills, and lots of work 
will be undertaken to support their reflection on this feedback.  
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PROGRESSION  
The Senior Phase 

 
The chart below illustrates the Broad General Phase that runs from Primary 1 
through to the end of Secondary 3.  Your child has been progressing through a 
series of ‘curriculum levels’. The levels and stages are representative of the 
majority of pupils.  The Broad General Phase transfers directly into SQA’s 
framework of qualifications, called the Senior Phase.  Advised progression 
paths are indicated here as arrows. 

 

For example, when looking through the evidence for drama at S3 the drama 
teacher may assess that the student is still developing their drama skills and 
knowledge at Level 4, and so would benefit from progressing into National 4 
Drama in S4. Alternatively, if the student has evidence that they have met the 
standards at Level 4, then the drama teacher would advise progressing into the 
more challenging National 5 Drama in S4. Should the teacher have assessed 
evidence that matches the challenge of National 5, then the student may be 
recommended for Higher Drama in S4. When this student asks their Drama 
Teacher for advice, the teacher marks the advised level on the Options Form and 
indicates that they have given this advice. 

 
 
 

Progression 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-  
  
 
 

Broad General Phase 
Years P1-S3 

Progression 
At the end of 

S3 
Advanced Higher 

(Level 7) 

Higher 
(Level 6) 

Level 4 
Most S3 students are 
working at Level 4 or 

beyond. We gather and 
assess National 4 Outcomes 
meaning most students can 
move onto National 5 with 

confidence. 

Most  
 

Some 
 

National 5 
 

National 4 

Senior Phase 
Years S4-S6 

Level 3 
Some S3 students are 

working at Level 3  
 

Most S2 Students are 
working at Level 3 or 

beyond.  
 

Some 
 

Some 
 

National 3 
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Girls into Energy 
 
In S3, Fraserburgh Academy offers an opportunity for a class of girls to take up an 
Engineering course sponsored by SHELL and taught by a lecturer from North-East 
Scotland College at NESCOL: Fraserburgh Campus. 
 
This course is challenging but highly rewarding for girls interested in Technology, 
Design, Physics & Renewables as careers  
 
The goal of the sponsorship is to raise the number of females in engineering and 
STEM careers to 50%. 
 
Due to limited numbers, any student wishing to take the course should see their 
Guidance teacher to log their interest. After this, our Developing the Young 
Workforce Coordinator will issue instructions for a letter of application. The final 
stage is a formal interview with the NESCOL Course leader for Energy. 
 
Taking this course will impact on EMPLOYABILITY, CORE PE and some PSE courses. 
It will not affect your experiences in Maths, English, Science and your Optional 
Courses. 
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AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  IITT  

 

 
Admin and IT 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  --    MMrrss  EE  BBrryyssoonn  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
 
Skills include:   

 Using different software packages and technologies 
 Using internet, ability to organise, process and communicate information 
 Problem solving skills 
 Employability skills and attitudes 
 Team working skills 

 
Learning Styles: 
Individual learning, Paired work, Group work, Team working, Researching information, 
Teacher led discussions 
 

Content 
 

 Importance of administration 
 Key administrative functions 
 Develop IT skills  
 Organisation skills 

Assessment 
 

 Regular Homework 
 End of Unit tests 
 S3 Exam 
 Peer assessment 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 
 

 Skills progression – transferable skills to other subjects include:  Computing 
Science, Business, Maths, and English. 

 
 Career progression – some careers for which Admin and IT would be beneficial 

include:  Accounting, Administration, Banking, Health Service, Human 
Resources, Insurance, Management, Travel and Tourism. 
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BROAD DESCRIPTION 
 
Skills include:   
 Selecting straightforward accounting information to determine business profits and costs 
 Using ICT to produce and communicate straightforward accounting information in a range of 

contexts  
 Evaluating business success on the basis of accounting information  
 Preparing and presenting a range of straightforward accounting statements  
 Interpreting and analysing a range of accounting information  
 Demonstrating knowledge and understanding of fundamental accounting concepts and theories  

 
Learning Styles: 
Individual learning, Paired work, Group work, Team working, Researching information, Teacher led 
discussions 
 
Entry Requirements 
Strong Maths skills in S2 
 

Content 
 

 Preparation of Financial Statements 
 Ledger Accounts 
 Personal Finance 
 Developing ICT skills through use 

of spreadsheets 
 

Assessment 
 

 Regular Homework 
 End of Unit tests 
 S3 Exam 
 Peer assessment 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 
 

 Skills progression – transferable skills to other subjects include:  Business, Admin 
and IT, Maths. 

 
 Career progression – some careers for which Accounting would be beneficial 

include:  Accounting, Administration, Banking, Business Management, 
Insurance, Investment Banking, Law. 

AACCCCOOUUNNTTIINNGG  AANNDD  FFIINNAANNCCEE  
 

ACCOUNTING 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  --  MMrrss  EE  BBrryyssoonn  



Art & Design 

For all enquiries with this qualification please see: 

Principal Teacher Faculty - Mr M Ledingham 

BROAD DESCRIPTION 

This course challenges pupils to visually express their personal thoughts and ideas.  A wide range of media and techniques will 
be studied and experimented with leading to a better understanding of Art & Design.  

Individuality will be encouraged as well as teamwork and as the course is broad based all pupils with an interest in Art & 
Design either generally wanting to progress to higher levels, will benefit from its content.  

The course builds on the skills, experiences and outcomes developed in S1 and S2.  

CONTENT 

The course consists of: 

• Expressive Unit 

• Design Unit 

Personal themes will be explored using both 2D and 
3D techniques. 

Pupils will use a range of media, equipment and tech-
nology to express their personal ideas.  

Art & Design contextual studies will help develop criti-
cal and reflective skills.  

ASSESSMENT 

The course is assessed on the presentation of a 
Design and Expressive portfolio together with 
contextual studies in both units.  

The various level report grades will be used to 
influence recommended levels for Senior Phase level 
courses.  

PROGRESSION PATHS 

• Skills Progression - Practical skills developed in S3 build on those gained in S1 and S2. Additional 
skills involve; Research (into art and design history and practice), greater understanding of 
techniques and how to approach and plan themed projects, self evaluation and critical evaluation is 
developed.  

 All of these skills are readily transferrable to many other areas of study, where planning, flexibility, 
critical thinking, decision making and problem solving.  

• Career Progression - Careers that require knowledge of Art and Design include Graphics, textile 
design, fashion design, hairdressing, product design, ceramics, furniture design, theatre/set/make-

up/costume design, architecture, jewellery work, painting and sculpture.  

 Progression through the higher levels at school can lead to an apprenticeship or to further 
education in Art College or University.   
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BBiioollooggyy  

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  ––  MMrrss  DD  MMuurrrraayy  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
Through learning in Biology, pupils can develop their interest in, and understanding of, the 
living world.  
 
Pupils will experience wide range of open-ended experiences, challenges and 
investigations, including those related to the applications of Biology.  Pupils will develop 
skills of critical thinking and appreciate the key role of the scientific process both in 
generating new knowledge and in applying this to addressing the needs of society.   
 
 

Content 
 
The S3 Biology course is made up of three 
main units. 
 

 Cells and Body systems 
 DNA and Genetics 
 Plants and Photosynthesis 

 
An experimental and investigative 
approach is used to develop knowledge 
and understanding of Biology concepts. 
 

Assessment 
 
Assessment will take place regularly 
throughout the year both formally and 
informally. 
 
The formal assessment of each unit will be 
done by an end of unit test and an S3 exam.  

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 

 Skills progression – In Biology pupils will develop and practise a range of inquiry 
and investigative skills, scientific analytical thinking skills, and develop attitudes and 
attributes of a scientifically literate citizen; Biology also supports the development of 
a range of skills for life and skills for work, including literacy, numeracy and skills in 
information and communications technology (ICT).  

 Career progression –  Science qualifications are essential for all careers in both 
engineering and medicine.  A Science qualification is desirable for most  
careers/occupations. 
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BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  

  

  
Business 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  ––  MMrrss  EE  BBrryyssoonn  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
 
Skills include:   

 Creative and enterprising attitude, awareness of taking risks in business 
 Customer focus in business 
 Numeracy skills 
 Decision-making skills 
 ICT and communicating effectively 

 
Learning Styles: 
Independent learning, Paired work, Group work, Team working, Researching information, 
Teacher led discussions 
 

Content 
 

 Understanding business concepts 
 Ensuring customer needs are met 
 Enterprising skills through practical 

activities 
 Understanding financial awareness 
 Developing an insight into the 

impact of the economy on business 

Assessment 
 

 Regular Homework 
 End of Unit tests 
 S3 Exam 
 Peer assessment 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 
 

 Skills progression – transferable skills to other subjects include:  Computing 
Science, Admin and IT, Maths, English, and Social Subjects. 

 
 Career progression – some careers for which Admin and IT would be beneficial 

include:  Accounting, Administration, Banking, Finance, Human Resources, 
Insurance, Management, Civil Service, Sales and Retail, Leisure and Teaching. 
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CChheemmiissttrryy  

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  ––  MMrrss  DD  MMuurrrraayy  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
Through learning in Chemistry, pupils can develop their interest in, and understanding of, 
the material world.  
 
Pupils will experience wide range of open-ended experiences, challenges and 
investigations, including those related to the applications of Chemistry.  Pupils will develop 
skills of critical thinking and appreciate the key role of the scientific process both in 
generating new knowledge and in applying this to addressing the needs of society.   
 
 

Content 
 
The S3 Chemistry course is made up of 
three main units. 

 Reaction Rates and the Periodic Table 
 Formulae, Equations, Bonding and 

Calculations 
 Hydrocarbons, Plastics, Fertilisers and 

Metals 
An experimental and investigative 
approach is used to develop knowledge 
and understanding of Chemistry concepts. 
 

Assessment 
 
Assessment will take place regularly 
throughout the year both formally and 
informally. 
 
The formal assessment of each unit will be 
done by an end of unit test and an S3 exam.  
 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 

 Skills progression – In Chemistry pupils will develop and practise a range of inquiry 
and investigative skills, scientific analytical thinking skills, and develop attitudes and 
attributes of a scientifically literate citizen; Chemistry also supports the development 
of a range of skills for life and skills for work, including literacy, numeracy and skills in 
information and communications technology (ICT).  

 Career progression –  Science qualifications are essential for all careers in both 
engineering and medicine.  A Science qualification is desirable for most  
careers/occupations. 
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COMPUTING SCIENCE 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
Principal Teacher Faculty - Mrs E Bryson 

Computing Science is vital to everyday life — socially, technologically and economically; it 
shapes the world in which we live and its future. Computing is embedded in the world 
around us, from systems and devices in our homes and places of work, to how we access 
education, entertainment, transportation and communication. Understanding computational 
processes and thinking is also vital to many other fields, including Science, economics, 
business and industry. While many learners will want to become computing professionals, 
all will benefit from the development of these foundational skills and the underpinning 
knowledge necessary to meet the needs of society today and for the future. 
This course is designed for learners who have a general interest in Computing Science, as 
well as those considering further study or a career in Computing Science and related 
disciplines.  
 

CONTENT 
 
Level 4 Topics will include: 
 

1. Computer Systems and Networks 

2. Security, Laws and Environment 

3. Database 

4. Website Design 

5. Programming  

ASSESSMENT 
 
Units are assessed by: 

 End of Topic Tests and  
 Practical Tasks using a variety of 

packages. 
 S3 Exam 

 
Homework is for both consolidation of 
learning as well as preparation for classes. 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 
Linear progression – For pupils wishing to continue with this subject the next stage is to 
Computing Science (National 3, 4 or 5), alternatively you may choose to progress to N4 
Cyber Security. 
 
Skills progression - On completing the Course, the learners will have developed skills in analysis 
and problem solving, design and modelling, developing and implementing solutions, and evaluating 
digital solutions which are applicable across a range of other subjects 
 
Career progression – A range of transferable skills will be developed including skills for learning, 
skills for life and skills for work, opening up a wide range of career and study opportunities.  
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DANCE NPA 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
Principal Teacher Faculty – Mr. R. Burns 

National Progression Award (NPA) in Dance. 
The NPA in Dance is designed to equip learners with an introduction to knowledge, 
understanding and skills in dance. Leaners will have the opportunity to learn and 
develop technique in two different dance styles from Contemporary, Jazz and Hip-Hop. 
There is also a mandatory unit of choreography. 
Leaners will take part in practical workshops where they will learn the techniques of 
two dance styles, practice and refine these techniques and apply them to sequences 
and dances. There is also opportunity for pupils to evaluate their own performance and 
that of others. 
Through choreography pupils will learn about the choreographic process by evaluating 
professional pieces of choreography and gaining knowledge of the basic components 
of dance and choreography. Learners will then use this to create, perform and evaluate 
their own piece of choreography. 

CONTENT: 
 
Candidates will be expected to work toward and be assessed in the following areas: 
 Demonstrate choreographic skills. 
 Creating choreographic pieces 
 Reflecting and evaluating on choreography 
 Demonstrate skills and techniques of two different dance styles 
 Demonstrate sequences in two different dance styles 
 Apply skills and techniques to perform a dance in two different dance styles 
 Demonstrate a basic understanding of two different dance styles. 

Assessment: 
Learners will be assessed internally through practical and written assessments set by 
the SQA at appropriate stages in their learning throughout the year. 

PROGRESSION PATHWAYS 
Linear progression – In achieving a pass for the NPA pupils can progress to 
National 5 Dance in S4. 
Skills Progression - Learners will develop and practise a wide range of skills. For 
example performing, preparing the body, development of technique, researching, 
planning, evaluating and working collaboratively. This award also helps develop the 
four capacities of CFE. Successful learners through application of technique and 
observing and evaluating performance, effective contributors through listening, 
evaluating and offering support to others, Confident individuals through participating 
in performance and making decisions and responsible citizens through taking care of 
the body and accepting responsibility. 
Career progression – Dancer, choreographer, Dance Teacher 
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DDRRAAMMAA  

 
 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  --  MMiissss  HH  CClleemmeennttss  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
You will have several opportunities to work with your classmates to create performances 
over a more sustained process than in S1-2. In S3 you will be shown how to develop more 
complex content and structures in your performances. Also you will aim to achieve a greater 
depth of character across a broader range of styles. You will perform to live audiences in 
school, and in the community. You will work with theatre professionals, playwrights and 
legal professionals. In S3 drama you will act, write, and devise. You will also design, and 
explore technical arts such as lighting and sound design. You will be invited to use and 
combine all of your skills from across the school to create unique performances that are 
personal to you; previous drama students have made use of their dance skills, writing skills, 
photography and computing skills in making excellent performances! 
 

Content 
 
 TENSION – Devised Play 
 MOCK TRIAL – naturalistic acting 
 FRIGHT NIGHT – stylised acting 

and Design 
 TEXT BASED – acting from text, 

design 
 DEVISED DRAMA – working from 

stimuli  
 TARGET AUDIENCE – 

performance in primary schools 
 Production roles – Lighting, Props 

Sound, Costume and Make-up, Set. 

Assessment 
Level 4 criteria 

 Acting – Portrayal of Character 
 Characterisation through rehearsal 

techniques 
 Devising drama – planning, 

improvising and scripting 
 Production – designing for theatre 

arts and technology 
 
You will be assessed by: 

 being observed working in class,  
 public performances 
 S3 Exam 

 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 Linear progression – By the end of S3 you will have experienced enough breadth of 

acting, producing and creating drama to be entered into National 5. You may still be 
developing some key areas at Level 4 and if so, you will progress to National 4. Some 
students who excel in drama skills progress on to Higher in S4. 

 
 Skills progression – Drama develops group skills such as compromise and sensitivity 

to other people and their points of view. Spoken language and analysis skills are 
exercised in drama. You could take these skills forward to work in English, PE, 
History, Modern Studies and RMPS. 

 
 Career progression – drama is a great preparation for any work based on 

collaboration, public interface and product design: the creative industries, 
business, PR, Law, Journalism and Education. 

 



19 
 

 

 
 

 

EENNGGLLIISSHH  aanndd  LLIITTEERRAACCYY  
  

 

 

For all enquiries with this qualification please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  ––  MMrrss  SS  WWiilllliiaammss  

English is a skills-based subject looking at communication in all its various forms. The aim 
of the subject is to enable learners to develop the skills of communicating and 
understanding. Learners study and use Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening skills. Areas 
of study include: literature, language, technical skills, media, language for life, drama, 
talking and listening. As the learners work through the levels of qualifications, these skills 
and the texts studied become more sophisticated. 
Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening skills are required in all walks of life. Understanding 
all forms of communication, and being able to express opinions are indeed the skills for 
learning, life and work. 
 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 
Skills progression  

 listen and talk, read, and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context  
 understand, analyse and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience, in 

the contexts of literature, language and media  
 create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context  
 apply knowledge and understanding of language  
 These skills are at the heart of curriculum of every subject, but are essential in 

Media, Social Subjects and RMPS.  
 These skills are useful in careers such as Teaching, Law, and Journalism 
 

 

Content: 
Reading: Learners study techniques used 
in a range of texts, from traditionally 
printed to digital, as well as Close Reading 
of fiction and non-fiction passages.   
Writing: Learners write to convey 
information, deploy ideas, describe a 
personal experience and to employ 
specific literary forms  
Talking and Listening : Learners 
participate in solo, pair, group and class 
discussions.  They interact with different 
types of text to communicate and develop 
critical thinking skills.  

Assessment:  
 
At levels 3 and 4, work is internally 
assessed. 
Reading, Writing, and Listening and Talking 
skills are continuously assessed. 
 
Learners will also be given the opportunity 
to tackle assessments at National 4 and 5 
working towards their Literacy Award. 
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GGeeooggrraapphhyy  
For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  --  MMrr  II  MMaaccmmiillllaann  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
 
In this subject you will increase your knowledge (the learning of facts) and understanding 
(being able to explain these facts) of the physical and human environment around you.  
You will also get the opportunity to look at different environmental problems and learn 
how to evaluate possible solutions to these.  
Studying Geography allows you to develop many useful skills such as mapping, using 
different types of data, discussing and evaluating problems, gathering data and 
presentation techniques. 
Field trips and fieldwork are also an essential part of our course and give you a chance to 
get out into the real world to see Geography in action for yourself.   

Content 
 
The S3 Geography course will consist of 
three units of work: 

 The Physical Environment  
 
 The Human Environment  
 
 Global Issues  

 
AND 

 
A detailed investigation about one of the 
topics studied.  
 

Assessment 
 
The course will be taught through a variety 
of teaching and learning materials and 
methods, in order to meet the needs of 
different levels of ability whilst ensuring 
that it is both rewarding and fun. 
 
Assessment will take a variety of forms, 
including class work AND home study. All 
students will accumulate evidence of 
proficiency at Curriculum for Excellence 
Level 4.  
 
Working outside of lessons will be 
required. 
 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 
 Skills progression – Geography is welcomed as a subject in further education. 

It draws upon ideas from science and the arts. It can be studied at university or 
college: 
As a science subject 
As an arts subject 
 

 Career progression – For many jobs it is a real help if you have taken geography 
– so think seriously about the subject if you are interested in any of these types of 
work: Advertising, agriculture and forestry, armed services, cartography (map 
making), countryside management, environmental science, environmental 
protection and law, estate agency, estate management, geology. 



Graphic Communication 

For all enquiries with this qualification please see: 

Principal Teacher Faculty - Mr M Ledingham 

BROAD DESCRIPTION 

The course is practical yet exploratory and experiential in nature. On completing the course, learners will have developed skills 
in 2D and 3D graphics that require visual impact and graphics that transmit information.  

The aims of the course are to enable learners to: 

• Develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, materials and software. 

• Extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards and protocols where these apply. 

• Develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and society.  

CONTENT 

Through a combination of 2D and 3D graphics: 

• Preliminary Graphics -  

 sketching, manual drawing, planning layouts, 
 thumbnail designs. 

• Production Graphics -  

 3D CAD parts and assembled models, 
 manufacturing/engineering drawings 

• Promotional Graphics -  

 graphic design publications including leaflets, 
 brochures, infographics and displays. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment will take a variety of forms including class 
work AND home study.  

An S3 written exam will be included.  

All students will accumulate evidence of proficiency at 
Curriculum for Excellence Level 4.  

Working outside of lessons will be required.  

PROGRESSION PATHS 

Skills Progression - Course activities also provide opportunities to build self-confidence to enhance 
generic and transferrable skills in literacy, numeracy, researching, ICT, planning and organising, working 
independently and in collaboration with others, critical thinking and decision making, communication as 
well as self and peer evaluation. 

Career Progression - further education, mechanical engineer, design engineer, CAD technician, graphic 
design, web design, architecture, drafting, construction planning, trades (inc plumbing, electrical etc).  
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HHOOSSPPIITTAALLIITTYY  
((PPrraaccttiiccaall  CCooookkeerryy))  

 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  --  MMrr..  RR..  BBuurrnnss  

Hospitality allows pupils the chance to develop valuable life skills which will help prepare 
them for an independent lifestyle, whilst also achieving a REHIS qualification and the 
opportunity to bank N4 HE.  
It will also give pupils a deeper understanding as to what goes into preparing and cooking a 
good nutritious meal. 
Learners will also develop an understanding of the importance of safety and hygiene and 
the ability to follow safe and hygienic practices at all times. 
Learners will develop an ability to select and use appropriate ingredients, with minimal 
guidance, in the preparation of dishes and to do so safely and hygienically. 
Learners will acquire the ability to produce dishes (with guidance and by following a given 
plan), to present them appropriately and to work safely and hygienically.  
They will also develop the ability to carry out an evaluation of the product. 
It is important to note that there is a monetary fee associated with this course for those 
pupils who do not receive free school meals. 

Assessment 
Pupils are assessed on their abilities 
to: 
Select and follow a recipe, with guidance, 
to produce a dish. 
Implement a time plan, with guidance, to 
produce a dish. 
Apply an understanding of ingredients 
from a range of categories.  
Use ingredients in the preparation of 
dishes. 
Use cookery skills to prepare ingredients. 
Follow cookery processes to produce 
dishes. 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 
Skills progression – Moving towards N4/N5 Hospitality in S4. The transferable skills 
shown above would help pupils organise themselves and work towards deadlines efficiently. 
As well as this they would gain a deeper understanding of nutrition and hygienic practices.  
 
Career progression - Catering, restaurant business, teaching, nursery nurse, social 
services, nutritionist, and dietician. 

CONTENT: 
Cooking: 
The general aim of this Unit is to enhance 
learners’ cookery skills, food preparation 
techniques and their ability to follow 
cookery processes in the context of 
producing dishes. 
 
Theory: 
The general aim of this Unit is to develop 
learners’ knowledge and understanding of 
ingredients, techniques and hygiene. 
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HHIISSTTOORRYY  

 
 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  --  MMrr  II  MMaaccmmiillllaann  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
 You will gain knowledge of a range of topics and issues, and have the opportunity to 

use this to develop a greater understanding of how the world in which we live has been 
shaped. 

 Studying History allows you to evaluate past events and the actions of individuals and 
groups.   This helps you learn the important ability of developing critical, analytical 
opinions and attitudes based on evidence. 

 More generally it helps you learn to think for yourself.   Not only is this a quality which 
employers are keen to see, but also it is a vital skill in day-to-day life. 

 Investigation is the primary focus of this course, allowing you to develop responsibility 
as an independent learner. 

 In preparation for success at the National Level, you will have the opportunity to 
undertake a research assignment. 
 

Content 
The S3 History course will consist of three 
units of work  
  

 The Era of the Great War 
 Scotland 1830-1930 
 Russia 1914-1939 

 
 
There is also a research assignment, 
usually in the form of a piece of 
extended writing. 
 

 

Assessment 
Assessment will take a variety of forms. All 
students will accumulate evidence of 
proficiency at CfE Level 4. Working outside 
of lessons will be required. 
Students will be assessed on two different 
elements: 
 
Knowledge & Understanding, and Enquiry 
Skills.  
 
 
 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 Linear progression – Successful achievement leads on to National 4 or 

National 5. 
 

 Skills progression – As a literate subject, your English skills will be 
developed in particular. However, other wider skills such as working with 
others and numeracy will also be enhanced. 

 
 Career progression – Although History is essential for careers such as ARCHIVIST, 

HISTORY TEACHER, ARCHAEOLOGIST or HISTORIAN, it is seen as very advantageous 
for a wide range of careers such as LAW, LAW ENFORCEMENT, JOURNALISM, 
FORENSIC SCIENCE, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES, BANKING, ACCOUNTANCY, 
MEDIA, CIVIL SERVICE, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ARMED FORCES and GRADUATE 
PROGRAMMES 
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MMAATTHHEEMMAATTIICCSS  

For all enquiries with this qualification please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  --  MMrr  JJ..  BBoovviillll  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
Mathematics allows learners to acquire and develop the attributes and capabilities 
of the four capacities. For example: success in mathematical learning and activity 
leads to increased confidence as an individual; being able to think logically helps 
towards being a responsible citizen; and being able to understand, use and 
communicate mathematical ideas will help in becoming an effective contributor. 

 

Content 
 Manage Money and Data  
 Shape, Space and Measures  
 Numeracy  
 Expressions and Formulae 
 Relationships 
 Applications 
 
 

Assessment 
 
Units are assessed by: 

 End of Topic Tests and  
 Practical Tasks  

 
Homework is for both consolidation of 
learning as well as preparation for 
classes. 
 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 Linear progression – Successful achievement leads on to National 3, 

National 4, National 5, N5 Craft Maths or Higher Mathematics. 
 
 Skills progression – Learning mathematics develops numeracy, logical 

reasoning, analysis, problem-solving skills, creativity, and the ability to think 
in abstract ways. It uses a universal language of numbers and symbols, which 
allows us to communicate ideas in a concise, unambiguous and rigorous 
way. 

 
Career progression – Mathematics is essential in every day life as well as careers. 
Jobs may include teachers, engineers, apprenticeships, builders, scientists, 
hairdressers, and so many more. 
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BROAD DESCRIPTION 
 

 In S3 pupils may continue with French and/or German. 
 The course will further develop skills in Listening/Talking, Reading and Writing. 
 These skills will enable you to communicate, be critical thinkers, develop cultural 

awareness and be creative. 
 Teaching and learning will be through whole class activities as well as group work and 

resource based work.  
 Language learning develops communication skills, presentation skills and global 

citizenship. 

Content 
 
French: 
• Society: social networks, relationships with others 
• Health: sport, fitness, healthy eating, health issues. 
• Employability: jobs, the importance of languages, future 

plans 
• Culture: holidays, tourist attractions, cultural events, music 

festivals around the world. 
 
German: 
 Culture: holidays, travel, weather, hotel reviews, festivals in 
German-speaking countries 
 Society: media, films, TV, reading, reviews,  going out, the 
importance of languages, Fairtrade 
 Health: healthy eating/lifestyles, traditional German food 

Assessment 
 

 Pupils will work at an appropriate CfE 
level. 

 Each topic will have assessments in 
reading, writing and listening/talking. 

 Reading assessments will be based on 
comprehension of texts. 

 Listening/talking will be assessed through 
role-play and presentations. 

 Writing will be assessed by personal 
responses to topics covered. 

 

Modern Languages 

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  ––  MMrrss  AA..  EEsssslleemmoonntt  

 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 

• Skills progression – Course contributes to literacy skills, helps develop a wider 
vocabulary in English and enhances understanding of English grammar. 

• Career progression –A qualification in a language is important in the global 
marketplace. Many university courses offer placements in other countries in various 
subject areas. 
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MMOODDEERRNN  SSTTUUDDIIEESS   

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  --  MMrr  II..  MMaaccmmiillllaann  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
 
In Modern Studies you will increase your knowledge and understanding about the political, 
social and international issues that affect the world we live in. 
 
You will learn the skills of knowledge (learning facts), understanding (explaining the facts), 
evaluating (using sources such as websites and newspapers), investigating (using the 
library and the Internet) and presentation skills. 
 
The course will reflect Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and principles, which 
offer more time for learning, more focus on skills and scope for personalisation and choice. 
 

Content 
 
The S3 Modern Studies course will 
consist of three units of work: 
 

 Political Issues in Scotland and the 
United Kingdom. 

 Study of a World Power 
 Alliances 
 

 

Assessment 
Assessment will take a variety of forms, 
including class work, jotter work, homework 
and more formal assessment procedures. 
All students will accumulate evidence of 
proficiency at Curriculum for Excellence 
Level 4. Working outside of lessons will be 
required. 
 
 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 Linear progression – successful achievement and completion of the course leads 

on to presentation at National 4 or National 5 levels. 
 Skills progression – Learning in Modern Studies involves the use of worksheets, 

discussion, group work, role-play, supported self-study, research and the use of 
computers. The course will be taught using a variety of methods and materials to 
meet the needs of different levels of ability and so allow for adequate skills 
progression for all pupils. 

 Career progression – Modern Studies provides an entry qualification for study 
in further education and for entry into a diverse range of occupations and 
careers. For many jobs it is a real help if you have taken Modern Studies. Careers 
for which Modern Studies is desirable are:  Law, Civil Service, Police, Social Work, 
Teaching and Journalism.   It is useful for careers in the Armed Forces, Nursing, 
Banking, Management, Office work and Local Government. For Further and 
Higher Education Modern Studies counts as an equal to any Social Subject for 
general entrance requirements. 
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MMUUSSIICC  
 

 
For all enquiries with this subject please see: 

PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  ––  MMiissss  HH  CClleemmeennttss  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
 
Through practical music-making, pupils learn about a variety of musical styles and 
performing techniques. Pupils also listen to music from a variety of cultures and genres, 
exploring sounds and musical concepts, and use their imagination and skills to create 
musical ideas and inventions.  Pupils also have the opportunity to develop a group song 
working together to create, perform and record their work. Through various different types of 
assessment pupils have the opportunity to review their work and identify areas for future 
improvement.  

Content 
 

In S3 the chosen topics are; 
 History of Music; 
 Pop Music and Song Writing 
 

Pupils develop their performance skills on 
two chosen instruments through class 
performance work. The History of 
Classical Music and Popular music is 
taught throughout the year giving students 
an in depth knowledge of different styles of 
Music. Students work in groups to 
compose their own music, developing their 
own ideas.  

Assessment 
 
Pupils assessed in a number of ways 
throughout the year: 
 Listening tests (identifying instruments, 

styles, musical concepts) 
 Composition tasks (creating set pieces 

and developing own musical style) 
 Performance  work (performing given or 

chosen pieces on a range of 
instruments, developing confidence in 
performing) 

Students work towards sitting a National 5 
style paper at the end of S3. 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 Linear progression – By the end of S3 you will have experienced enough breadth of 

performing, inventing and listening to music to be entered into National 5. You may 
still be developing some key areas at Level 4 and so will progress to National 4. 
Some students have worked beyond Level 4 and progress onto Higher in S4. 

 Skills progression – Personal learning skills are developed within the course, 
including; reviewing personal progress; understanding, applying and creating from 
given sources within all elements of performance, inventing and listening. 

 Career progression – Possible careers/occupations which require the subject or for 
which the subject may be helpful include; Music Therapist, Music Management, 
Music Production, Community Work, Sound Engineer, Theatre Technician, 
Composer, Teacher, Performer, Broadcasting and Media, Dancer, Actor. 
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PPhhyyssiiccss  

For all enquiries with this subject please see: 
PPrriinncciippaall  TTeeaacchheerr  FFaaccuullttyy  ––  MMrrss  DD  MMuurrrraayy  

BROAD DESCRIPTION 
Through learning in Physics, pupils can develop their interest in, and understanding of, the 
physical world.  
 
Pupils will experience a wide range of open-ended experiences, challenges and 
investigations, including those related to the applications of Physics.  Pupils will develop 
skills of critical thinking and appreciate the key role of the scientific process both in 
generating new knowledge and in applying this to addressing the needs of society.   
 
 

Content 
 
The S3 Physics course is made up of 
three main units. 
 

 Dynamics and Space 
 Energy and Electricity 
 Waves and radiation 

 
An experimental and investigative 
approach is used to develop knowledge 
and understanding of Physics concepts. 
 

Assessment 
 
Assessment will take place regularly 
throughout the year both formally and 
informally. 
 
The formal assessment of each unit will be 
done by an end of unit test and an S3 
exam.  
 

PROGRESSION PATHS 
 

 Skills progression – In Physics pupils will develop and practise a range of inquiry 
and investigative skills, scientific analytical thinking skills, and develop attitudes and 
attributes of a scientifically literate citizen; Physics also supports the development of 
a range of skills for life and skills for work, including literacy, numeracy and skills in 
information and communications technology (ICT).  

 Career progression –  Science qualifications are essential for all careers in both 
engineering and medicine.  A Science qualification is desirable for most  
careers/occupations. 



Practical Craft Skills 

For all enquiries with this qualification please see: 

Principal Teacher Faculty - Mr M Ledingham 

BROAD DESCRIPTION 

This course gives leaners the opportunity to explore, practice and develop skills in both woodwork and metalwork. 
It will build upon the basic skills covered in S1 & S2 and give learners the opportunity to build upon their hand eye 
coordination through the production of interesting objects and exercises using a variety of tools, machines, 
processes and materials.  

As the name suggests, this is a practical course and the majority of the pupil time is spent in the workshops under 
close supervision. This course will prepare pupils for their senior phase and allow them the opportunity to explore 
the various skillsets required in woodwork and metalwork , meaning they should be prepared to tackle either 
individual subject.  

Safe workshop practices, material and tool theory and machining processes are all covered outside of the 
workshop in preparation for written tests.  

NOTE: A fee will be included as part of the course to cover the cost of the materials being used.  

PROGRESSION PATHS 

• Linear Progression - N4/N5 Wood or Metalwork.  

• Skills Progression - Develop and enhance psychomotor skills, practical creativity, practical problem 
solving skills, safe working practices in a workshop environment. Build on self-confidence as well as 
enhance generic and transferrable skills in numeracy, employability skills, thinking skills, planning 
and organising of work tasks, working independently and in collaboration with others.  

• Career Progression - further education, engineering, carpentry, construction, design and trades.  

CONTENT 

A combination of wood and metal based projects covering: 

• Woodwork 

  Flat frame construction  Carcase Construction  Machining & Finishing 

• Metalwork 

  Bench Skills  Thermal Joining & Fabrication  Machining Skills 

• Theory associated with both subjects 

ASSESSMENT 

Individual projects assessed/graded as well as S3 written exam. 
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A Curriculum for 
Attainment in S3 
Win Gold and unlock the doors to your future! 

 


